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A non-pro�t organization    
creating a unique alternative 
for supported, independent 

living.

  616.247.3589
912 Ardmore, Grand Rapids MI 49507

www.alternativepathways.org

At Alternative Pathways, people with 
disabilities own their own homes and rent 
out rooms to other individuals in the 
program.  Unlike licensed AFCs, Alternative 
Pathways enjoys the freedom to explore 
many options for the program participants 
during the day.  Some have jobs, some 
attend a day program, while others work 
on job readiness and life skills at home and 
in the community.

Mission Statement:

Alternative Pathways, in partnership with 
people of varying levels of ability, is a 
supportive, committed, loving,                 
independent, and �nancially secure 
community, providing individually 
tailored services.  

Core Values:

In both our small community and the 
community-at-large, we focus on:

- Respect for self and others
- Rights and responsibilities
- Individual self-worth
- Uniqueness of each person
- Competent stewardship

About UsLive
Throughout the past year, Alternative 
Pathways has taken several steps to help 
its clients live their lives to the fullest.

- There are now 12 homes in the 
program, all of which are close to 
public transportation, shopping,     
libraries and other public facilities.

- The direct care sta� and the                
Alternative Pathways program             
continues to be person centered, 
focusing on client-speci�c needs and 
tailoring the program for each                  
individual.

- Almost half of the homes in the 
program are owned by members of 
Alternative Pathways
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Alternative Pathways aims to cultivate an 
environment of independent living for all 
members of the program.

- AP’s focus continues to be teaching self 
reliance, mobility, social skills and life 
skills every day.

- Individuals in the program learn to 
prepare their own meals, go shopping, 
and do chores around their homes, and 
many other life and job skills.

- AP also helps individuals become 
involved with schools and local 
churches.

Everyone at Alternative Pathways works to 
give back to the community by                     
volunteering for local organizations or 
building skills at a job.  

- Members volunteer at local                   
organizations such as John Ball Zoo, 
Feeding West Michigan, Humane          
Society, and Renucci House.

- Clients built and decorated bird houses 
to sell as a fundraiser.  Money raised 
from the sales was used to re-�nish the 
hardwood �oors in the common areas in 
�ve of the homes while the clients were 
on their camping trip.

- Students from GVSU and Calvin both 
had groups come to AP to volunteer.  
GVSU students helped to build picnic 
tables for the weekly cookouts and 
Calvin students painted the common 
areas in many of the homes.

The members and sta� of Alternative 
Pathways enjoy spending time with each 
other building friendships and                   
participating in di�erent events and trips.

- In August, sta�, clients and volunteers 
spent a week up north on their annual        
camping trip. 

- There are also weekly cookouts in the 
summer and there will be the group 
Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas 
dinner for everyone in the program.


